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U S. patent application no. 1 0/773 ,205 

Amendment with RCE in response to office action mailed December 6, 2005 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A shock-absorbing basketball goal system comprising: 
abase; 

a neck mo vably coupled to the base extending a horizontal distance from the base; 
a backboard attached to a distal end of the neck; and 

a shock absorbing mechanism compression gas spring f or absorbing and dampening 
substantially downward shocks to the neck by permitting movement of the neck from an original 
position and returning the neck to the original position, the Ghoolc absorbing 
mechani s mc ompression gas spring providing the sole upward force at the distal end of the neck 
for maintaining the neck in the original position. 

2. (Currently amended) Tho ahook absorbing basketball goal system of 
claim 1. wh e rein A shock-absorbing basketball goal system comprising: 

a base; 

a neck movabtv coupled to the base extending a horizontal distance from the base; 
a backboard attached to a distal end of the neck; and 

a shock-absorbing mechanism for absorbing substantially downward shocks to the neck 
by permitting movement of the neck from an original position and returning the neck to the 
original position, the shock-absorbing mechanism inoludos: i ncludtng: 

a shock absorber coupled to the base; and 

a cable connecting the shock absorber to the neck. 

3. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 2, wherein 
the shock-absorbing mechanism further includes : 

a housing retaining the shock-absorber, and 
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a guide attached to the shock absorber and connected to the cable, the guide being 
movable within the housing for guiding a movable end of the shock absorber while the shock 
absorber expands and contracts. 

4. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 3, wherein 
tiie guide includes a slide member for translating within a channel defined by the housing 

5. (Currently amended) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, 
further comprising a mounting post extending between the base and the neck, the mounting post 
having a forward side oriented toward the backboard and an opposite rearward side, wherein the 
neck is movably attached to the mounting post and the compression gas spring shock absorbing 
mechanism is attached to the rearward side. 

6. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 5, wherein 
the neck is pivotally attached to the mounting post. 

7. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
flie backboard is disposed a horizontal distance of 4 feet to 12 feet from the base. 

8. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 7, wherein 
the horizontal distance is 5 feet to 7 feet. 

9. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 7, wherein 
the horizontal distance is 9 feet to 11 feet. 

10. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
the base is adapted to be permanently affixed to a horizontal playing surface. 

11. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
the base is adapted to be fixedly attached to a roof 
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12. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
basketball goal system is portable and the base is movable with respect to the ground. 

13. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
the base is adapted to be generally affixed to a wall. 

14. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
the base is adapted to be removably attached to a vertical support. 

15. (Currently arrended) A shock-absorbing basketball goal system comprising: 
a base; 

a mounting post attached to the base; 

a neck rotatably attached to the mounting post; 

a backboard attached to a distal end of the neck and disposed a horizontal distance from 
tie base; and 

a Ghock aboorbine moohanis m gas shock generally disposed on a rearward side of the 
mounting post opposite the backboard, the shock - absorbing mechanis m gas shock configured for 
absorbing and dampening substantially downward shocks to the neck by permitting movement of 
the neck from an original position, the ahook aboorbin^ mochanismgas shock providing the sole 
upward force at the distal end of the neck for maintaining the neck in the original position 

16. (Currently arrended) Tho boskotball goal oyGtom of claim 15, whoroin A 
shock-absorbing basketball goal system comprising: 

abase: 

a mounting post attached to the base: 

a neck rotatably attached to the mounting post: 

a backboard attached to a distal end of the neck and disposed a horizontal distance from 
the base: and 

a shock-absorbing mechanism generally disposed on a rearward side of the mounting post 
opposite the backboard, the shock-absorbing mechanism configured for absorbin g substantially 
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downward shocks to the n eck by permitting movement of the neck from an original position, Ifae 
shock-absorbing mechanism inoludos including : 

a shock absorber coupled to 1he mounting post; 

a cable connecting the shock absorber to the neck; 

a housing retaining the shock-absorber, and 

a guide attached to the shock absorber and connected to the cable, the guide being 
movable within the housing for guiding a movable end of the shock absorber while the 
shock absorber expands and contracts. 

17. (Original) The basketball goal system of claim 16, wherein the guide includes 
a slide member for translating within a channel of the housing. 

18. (Original) The basketball goal system of claim 15, wherein the backboard is 
rotatably attached to the neck to provide adjustment for irregularities in the plumb of a support to 
which the base is attached. 

19. (Original) The basketball goal system of claim 18, further comprising a rim 
coupled to the backboard, the rim being pivotable with the backboaid about an axis for orienting 
the rim in a substantially horizontal position. 

20. (Original) A breakaway basketball goal system comprising: 
abase; 

a mounting post attached to the base; 

a neck movably attached to the mounting post; 

a backboard attached to a distal end of the neck and disposed a horizontal distance from 
the base of 4 feet or more; and 

a shock-absorbing mechanism generally disposed on a rearward side of the mounting post 
opposite the backboard, the shock-absorbing mechanism comprising: 
a shock absorber coupled to the base; 
a cable connecting the shock absorber to the neck; 
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a housing retaining the shock-absorber, the housing defining a channel; 

and 

a slide attached to the shock absorber and connected to the cable for 
translating within the channel to guide a movable end of the shock absorber while 
the shock absorber expands and contracts. 

21. (Currently amended) The basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein the 
compression gas spring shock ate orbing mechanism maintains the neck in the original position 
without a lock mechanism supporting the neck in the original positioa 

22. (Currently amended) The basketball goal system of claim 15, wherein the Ghock - 
abGorbine mochanigmgas shock maintains the neck in the original position without a lock 
mechanism supporting the neck in the original positioa 
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